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Chapter therein with the intent that it shall be entitled to the
—- recognition accorded to British ships unless it is owned
wholly by persons who are (a) recognised by law
throughout the Commonwealth as having the status
of natural-born British subjects, or (6) naturalised
under the law of some part of the Commonwealth, or
(c) made denizens, or by corporate bodies established
under the law of some part of the Commonwealth and
having their principal place of business in the Com-
monwealth. Vessels so owned and registered will pos-
sess a common status, and a central registry will be
maintained in England where particulars of all regis-
tered ships shall be kept, and periodically circulated
to each part. Bach part of the Commonwealth will de-
termine the national flag to be borne by its registered
shipping and will penalise the use by such ships of any
flag or the assumption without due warrant of colours
proper to a man-of-war. There will be common stan-
dards for certificates of officers, and inter-irupCrial
recognition.
It is important to note that the obligation imposed
by the agreement is modified. It is not in the nature of
an agreement, violation of which gives a right of re-
monstrance and to demand redress if the terms are not
carried out in full. The obligation on the governments
is merely to propose legislation to give effect to the
principles enumerated, and, if the legislature fails to
accept the proposals, the government of the part con-
cerned is not affected to the extent that it can be held
to have failed to implement the agreement. The point
is of crucial importance in the matter of sovereignty.
While it is true that a conventional limitation on the
exercise of power is no derogation from sovereignty in

